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HOTEL ROOMS ON SALE IN EARLY 2009

Shops aren’t the only businesses with post-Christmas sales.

Rooms in many leading hotels are also on special in the next few weeks.

“Once New Year's Eve celebrations are out of the way, luxury rooms in many of Australia’s biggest
and best hotels are expected to be available at what could be the cheapest rates of 2009,"” said

the AHA’s National Corporate Affairs Manager, Hamish Arthur.

“The month of January is traditionally a quieter month for business travel, so many hotels are going
to great lengths to entice leisure tourists to stay with them.

“Therefore, the AHA's advice to consumers is for them to keep an eye on hotel and travel websites,
book a room or rooms and to tfake a break within Australia in January.

“If they haven't already, Australians will quickly discover why our nation is continually rated as one
of the leading tourism destinations in the world.”

By sending this message, the AHA is following the Prime Minister's lead where he has encouraged
Australians to keep spending to help minimise the impact of the global financial crisis.

“Many businesses have chosen to close down for longer than normal during the holiday period,”
Mr Arthur said.

“The hotel industry is urging workers from these businesses in particular to take a break.
“Not only will their time off bring greater enjoyment, they will return to work more refreshed.

“Consumers taking a break also stimulate the economy and at the same time, some of the 121
million days of accrued annual leave that is currently on the books of Australian businesses is used
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The Australian Hotels Association (AHA) is the pre-eminent tourism and hospitality industry organisation in Australia. It has around 5000 members operating
general and accommodation hotels. It has a national office and branches in each State and Territory. It also has a discrete branch to represent the interests of
its accommodation members that covers four and five-star properties.



